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What Cottage Communities Really Look Like:
National Examples and Results

The Issue: Some people have seen social media posts calling cottage homes "sheds," "cabins," or
"experimental housing." This can make cottage communities sound risky or out of place in
Georgetown.

The Fact: Cottage housing is a well-established, successful type of neighborhood that already
exists in towns and cities all across the United States. These are real homes in real communities,
housing local workers, new graduates, young families, veterans, and seniors, often in places that
look and feel very similar to Georgetown.

Cottage Communities Across the United States

Across our nation, in states as diverse as Florida, Kentucky, Georgia, and Montana, there are
dozens of completed cottage and pocket neighborhoods that have been operating for years. Every
town with a cottage home development has a zoning ordinance governing their design and
planning standards. Examples include:

Mixed income cottage neighborhoods for local workers and young families
Small cottage courts for seniors and long-term residents who choose to downsize
Veteran focused micro villages built in partnership with American Legion posts and nonprofit
groups
Faith based and Habitat for Humanity cottage projects that combine smaller homes with
strong community support

These communities appear in:
Historic small towns
First ring suburbs
Infill locations just off main streets and commercial corridors

Cottage housing developments are not experiments. They are a proven solution to "missing
middle" housing.
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What Cottage Housing Developments Actually Look Like

Most cottage communities share common design features:

One story or story and a half compact homes
Front porches facing shared green space
Walkways connecting homes to the shared neighborhood
Trees, gardens, pergolas, and sitting areas
Parking that is screened or located to the side or rear

Architects and planners created these standards so cottage homes feel like a traditional
neighborhood: human scale, walkable, and neighborly, just like Georgetown's heritage.

Who Lives in Cottage Neighborhoods

Cottage communities typically house people who already live and work in the area, such as:

Local workers in health care, schools, retail, and service jobs
Young adults and young families who cannot afford large new houses, which has become the
private developer's preference, for reasons of profitability
Seniors who want to stay close to family, church, and doctors
Veterans on fixed incomes who enjoy "small town" fellowship

These neighborhoods tend to have stable, long-term residents. They are designed for people who
want a modest, well-kept home and a sense of community.

Results From Other American Towns

Towns that have adopted cottage housing report:

Attractive small-scale neighborhoods that fit with surrounding homes
Strong demand from seniors and local workers
Well maintained common areas due to clear rules and management
No evidence that cottage housing lowers nearby property values

Because the design standards are written into the local ordinances, every cottage project must
follow the same rules for appearance, parking, open space, and lighting.
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The Bottom Line

Cottage housing is not a new experiment.

It is a proven neighborhood type that already works in many American towns.

These communities provide modest, well designed homes for people who keep local life going,
while protecting neighborhood character through clear design standards and oversight.
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In-Development Under Construction Completed and OperationalAs of December 2025:

There are more than 35 comparable cottage housing developments 
across the United States. The oldest opened in 2003. 

Cottage housing is normal, safe, and mature.


